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SUNDANCE INSTITUTE ANNOUNCES  
FIRST-EVER NEW FRONTIER STORY LAB, 
OCTOBER 23-28 AT SUNDANCE RESORT 

 

SIX ARTIST TEAMS AND PROJECTS SELECTED: 
Jigar Mehta & Yasmin Elayat Brigitte Dale & Robbie Wilkins 

Anthony Del Col & Conor McCreery Tommy Pallotta & Femke Wolting 
Chris Johnson & Hank Willis Thomas Chris Milk 

 
Los Angeles, CA — Sundance Institute today announced the New Frontier Story Lab, a new initiative to 
support artists and creators developing projects that explore the convergence of film and new media 
technologies. The six projects selected for the inaugural New Frontier Story Lab, October 23-28 at the 
Sundance Resort in Utah, were also announced.  
 
The New Frontier Story Lab will focus on supporting projects that have original stories and engage 
audiences in innovative ways, across multiple platforms. Organized as an immersive lab experience, 
activities will include individualized story sessions, conversations about key artistic, design and 
technology issues, and case study presentations. Drawing talent and expertise from all of Sundance 
Institute’s creative programs, including Feature Film, Documentary Film, and the Sundance Film Festival, 
the Lab has been planned under the supervision of Michelle Satter, Director of the Sundance Institute 
Feature Film Program.  
 
“Over the past few years, new forms of storytelling have emerged and already proven the potential to 
engage audiences in creative and innovative ways,” said Satter. “We created the New Frontier Story Lab 
to support visionary artists developing projects that will change the way we experience stories in the 
future. We are thrilled to include such an exciting group of projects in our inaugural Lab.”  
 
The New Frontier Story Lab builds on the Sundance Institute Lab model, which offers an intensive, 
residential retreat focused on creative support, as well as the New Frontier program at the Sundance Film 
Festival, which launched in 2007 to showcase work of this nature. Artists previously featured in the New 
Frontier program at the Festival include Pipilotti Rist, Doug Aitken, Pierre Huyghe, James Franco, 
Jennifer Steinkamp, Matthew Barney and Joseph Gordon-Levitt. 
 
“The New Frontier Story Lab is an exciting expansion of our work to a new and important field where we 
felt independent voices needed nurturing and resources,” said Keri Putnam, Executive Director of 
Sundance Institute. “This new Lab is building upon the already-established legacy of the New Frontier 
program at the Sundance Film Festival, celebrating its fifth anniversary this year, which was an early 
supporter of work that extends beyond the big screen.” 
 
Creative Advisors for the New Frontier Story Lab include Susan Bonds (42 Entertainment), Nick Fortugno 
(Playmatics), David Gale (MTVX), Michael Goldenberg (Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, 
Contact), Aaron Koblin (Google Data Arts Team), Richard LaGravenese (Water for Elephants, Oscar 
nominated for The Fisher King), Marti Noxon (Fright Night, “Buffy the Vampire Slayer”), Takaaki Okada 
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(Condition ONE), Laura Poitras (The Oath, Flag Wars), Wesley Strick (True Believer, Cape Fear), Noland 
Walker (Citizen King) and Lance Weiler (Pandemic, The WorkBook Project). 
 
The Coca-Cola Company and their long-time agency partner McCann will support Sundance Institute as 
the inaugural underwriter of the New Frontier Story Lab. Coca-Cola and McCann have long understood 
the value of story and how new technologies are vital to creating and sharing these stories. Through the 
collaboration, Coca-Cola and McCann will explore developing content using the same principles that drive 
the New Frontier initiative. 
 
The New Frontier Story Lab is also generously supported by MTVX. 
 
The artist teams and projects selected for the New Frontier Story Lab are: 
 
18 Days in Egypt 
Jigar Mehta & Yasmin Elayat 
Egypt / U.S.A. 
 
18 Days in Egypt is a interactive documentary project that will tell the story of the first 18 days of the 
Egyptian revolution through the media (videos, photos, tweets and other electronic media) generated by 
those there. The context for the contributed media will be crowdsourced by the project's community. 
 
Jigar Mehta (Producer/Co-Creator) just completed a John S. Knight Fellowship at Stanford University 
where he was developing tools for collaborative journalism. Before coming to Stanford, he worked as a 
video journalist for The New York Times. Mehta received his Masters in Journalism in 2005 from the 
Graduate School of Journalism at UC Berkeley where he studied under documentary filmmaker Jon Else. 
 
Yasmin Elayat (Technologist/Co-Creator) is an interaction designer and software developer based in 
Cairo.  She studied Computer Science at the American University in Cairo, then pursued a masters 
degree from the Interactive Telecommunications program at New York University, merging her interests in 
arts and technology.   
 
Follow Back  
Brigitte Dale & Robbie Wilkins 
U.S.A. 
 
When Jane stumbles upon her estranged father’s Facebook page,  she and her boyfriend Mark decide to 
embark on a road trip to anonymously catch a glimpse of  her father and his new family. During this 
fictional,  interactive experience, “Jane” and “Mark” will share their journey in real-time via social media, 
eventually culminating in a feature film that explores the modern dilemma of having your past be ever 
present. 
 
Brigitte Dale (Writer/Director) is a writer, director and actress who began her entertainment career in 
Lincoln, Nebraska as a writer and video blogger for AOL and ABC Family. Since moving to Los Angeles 
she has produced, written, and starred in content for NatureMade Vitamins, Samsung, Ford, Disney, 
NASA, Comedy Central, MTV, and Lee Enterprises.  
 
Robbie Wilkins (Creative Director/Producer) was a resident artist and member of the first Collaborative 
Documentary Fellowship at UnionDocs. His work has been commissioned by NPR and has aired 
extensively on MTV. Wilkins’ creative projects have also screened at the MoMA, Harvard’s Carpenter 
Center for Visual Arts, DCTV in New York, and Direcktorenhaus in Berlin. 
 
Kill Shakespeare 
Anthony Del Col & Conor McCreery 
Canada 
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In a world where Shakespeare’s characters struggle for freedom, Hamlet struggles to rally a group of the 
Bard’s greatest heroes to battle the evil forces of Shakespeare’s most frightening villains. Based on the 
comic series by Del Col & McCreery, Kill Shakespeare is being developed as a feature film, a game, and 
a theatre experience. 
 
Anthony Del Col (Co-Creator) is a creative entrepreneur with a wide range of experience in the music, film 
television and publishing industries.  He is the co-creator and co-writer of Kill Shakespeare, the acclaimed 
comic book series that has been profiled by the New York Times, Washington Post, Publisher’s Weekly, 
BBC and CBC. Along with co-creator Conor McCreery, Del Col has been nominated for a Shuster Award 
for Outstanding Comic Book Writing. 
 
Conor McCreery (Co-Creator) has served in both creative and business positions for film and television 
companies, contributed over one thousand stories and articles for media outlets such as the Globe and 
Mail, Wired.com, and The Grid. He is the co-creator and co-writer of Kill Shakespeare, which has been 
nominated for a Harvey Award for Best New Series. 
 
The Last Hijack 
Tommy Pallotta & Femke Wolting 
Netherlands 
 
The failed nation-state of Somalia has become one of the poorest and most dangerous countries on 
earth. With their traditional fishing livelihoods blighted by drought, chronic corruption, and the pillaging of 
their seas by foreign vessels, Somalia has become a breeding ground for hijacking and extortion by a 
new band of sea rovers. The Last Hijack is a feature documentary and interactive online experience that 
uses film and animation to tell the story of these men that took matters into their own hands, landing 
million dollar bounties with each heist.  
 
Tommy Pallotta (Co-Director) is a visionary storyteller whose penchant for innovation was recognized by 
Microsoft Research and Development where he lead a research team to create and design interactive, 
animated storytelling experiences. His short film, Snack and Drink, is part of a permanent collection in the 
New York Museum of Modern Art. Pallotta has collaborated with Richard Linklater on the award-winning 
feature film Waking Life and A Scanner Darkly, animating both films using proprietary software and a 
technique he co-developed. His latest project is the Emmy-nominated transmedia thriller, Collapsus. 
 
Femke Wolting (Co-Director) is Executive Director of Holland’s leading transmedia production outfit, 
Submarine, which she co-founded with Bruno Felix in 2000. Wolting has produced several projects 
including Peter Greenaway’s feature film Rembrandt’s J’accuse, documentary Another Perfect World, 
internationally-distributed animation series Kika & Bob, and the Emmy-nominated Collapsus. She has 
also directed a number of award-winning projects for VPRO, including Sneakers and It’s the End of TV As 
We Know It.  
 
Question Bridge: Black Males 
Chris Johnson & Hank Willis Thomas 
U.S.A. 
 
Question Bridge: Black Males is a transmedia art project that seeks to represent and redefine Black male 
identity in America. Through video mediated question and answer exchange, diverse members of this 
“demographic” bridge economic, political, geographic, and generational divisions. 
 
Chris Johnson (Co-Director) is a producer, fine art photographer and author. His photography has been 
widely exhibited and published and is in the collections of the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, the 
Smithsonian Institution, the Oakland Museum, and the Center For Creative Photography, Tucson, AZ.  
Johnson is a full Professor of Photography at the California College of the Arts where for ten years he 
served as President of the Faculty Senate. 
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Hank Willis Thomas (Co-Director) is a photo conceptual artist working primarily with themes related to 
identity, history and popular culture. His work is in numerous public collections including The Museum of 
Modern Art, The Whitney Museum of American Art, the Brooklyn Museum, The High Museum of Art in 
Atlanta and the Museum of Fine Art in Houston. Thomas is currently a Fellow at the W.E.B. Dubois 
Institute at Harvard University and an artist-in-residence at Cité Internationale des Arts in Paris, France. 
 
Rome 
Chris Milk 
U.S.A. 
 
Originally a concept album for a film that does not (yet) exist, Rome is a multiplatform interactive narrative 
experience inspired by the music produced by Danger Mouse and Daniele Luppi (featuring Jack White, 
Norah Jones, and Ennio Morricone’s original 40 piece orchestra from Italy). The project will culminate in a 
feature film produced by Likely Story and Annapurna Pictures and adapted from the novel “The Reapers 
are the Angels” which will tie all the threads together in one cohesive narrative. 
 
Chris Milk (Director) is an artist focused on advancing technology generated emotional resonance 
through innovative interactive video projects. Milk’s work has garnered both viral status as well as a host 
of traditional accolades, including “Best of Show” awards at the Cannes Lions, D&ADs Pencils, The Clios, 
and SXSW, as well as multiple Grammy® nominations, MTV Moon Men, and the UK’s MVA Innovation 
Award. In 2011 he was honored in The Smithsonian’s Cooper-Hewitt Nation Design Awards, and his 
“Wilderness Downtown” piece is currently on display at the MoMA in New York.    
 
 
The Sundance Institute Feature Film Program 
Since 1981, the Sundance Institute Feature Film Program (FFP) has supported more than 450 
independent filmmakers whose distinctive, singular work has engaged audiences worldwide.  The 
program’s approach to the discovery and development of independent artists has become a model for 
creative development programs internationally. Program staff fully embrace the unique vision of each 
filmmaker, encouraging a rigorous creative process with a focus on original and deeply personal 
storytelling. Each year, up to 30 emerging artists from the U.S. and around the world participate in a year-
round continuum of support which can include the Screenwriters and Directors Labs, Creative Producing 
Fellowship and Lab, Composers Lab, Creative Producing Summit, ongoing creative and strategic advice, 
significant production and postproduction resources, a Rough-Cut Screening Initiative, a Screenplay 
Reading Series, and direct financial support through project-specific grants and artist fellowships. In many 
cases, the Institute has helped the Program’s fellows attach producers and talent, secure financing, and 
assemble other significant resources to move their projects toward production and presentation. In 
addition, the FFP is providing strategic resources to completed Lab films in distribution and marketing 
across all platforms to support and expand their connection to audiences worldwide. 
 
Over its 30 year history, the Sundance Institute Feature Film Program has supported an extensive list of 
award-winning and groundbreaking independent films which include Sean Durkin’s Martha Marcy May 
Marlene, Dee Rees’ Pariah, Maryam Keshavarz’s Circumstance, Eric Mendelsohn's 3 Backyards, Shirin 
Neshat's Women Without Men, Cherien Dabis' Amreeka, Cary Fukunaga's Sin Nombre, Alex Rivera's 
Sleep Dealer, Fernando Eimbcke's Lake Tahoe, Ryan Fleck and Anna Boden’s Half Nelson, Andrea 
Arnold's Red Road, Miranda July’s Me and You and Everyone We Know, Hany Abu-Assad’s Paradise 
Now, Debra Granik’s Down to the Bone, Ira Sachs’ Forty Shades of Blue, Josh Marston’s Maria Full of 
Grace, Lisa Cholodenko’s Laurel Canyon, Peter Sollett’s Raising Victor Vargas, John Cameron Mitchell’s 
Hedwig and the Angry Inch, Darren Aronofsky’s Requiem for a Dream, Kimberly Peirce’s Boys Don't Cry, 
Tony Bui’s Three Seasons, Walter Salles’ Central Station, Chris Eyre and Sherman Alexie’s Smoke 
Signals, Allison Anders' Mi Vida Loca, Paul Thomas Anderson’s Hard Eight, Tamara Jenkins’ Slums of 
Beverly Hills, and Quentin Tarantino’s Reservoir Dogs. www.sundance.org/featurefilm  
 
Sundance Institute Documentary Film Program  
The Sundance Institute Documentary Film Program provides year-round support to nonfiction filmmakers 
worldwide. The program advances innovative nonfiction storytelling about a broad range of contemporary 
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social issues, and promotes the exhibition of documentary films to audiences. Through the Sundance 
Documentary Fund, the Documentary Edit and Story Laboratory, Composers + Documentary Laboratory, 
Creative Producing Lab, as well as the Sundance Film Festival, the Sundance Creative Producing 
Summit and a variety of partnerships and international initiatives, the program provides a unique, global 
resource for contemporary independent documentary film. www.sundance.org/documentary  
 
Sundance Institute  
Sundance Institute is a global nonprofit organization founded by Robert Redford in 1981. Through its 
programs for directors, screenwriters, producers, composers and playwrights, the Institute seeks to 
discover and support independent film and theatre artists from the United States and around the world, 
and to introduce audiences to their new work. The Institute promotes independent storytelling to inform, 
inspire, and unite diverse populations around the globe. Internationally recognized for its annual 
Sundance Film Festival, Sundance Institute has nurtured such projects as Born into Brothels, Trouble the 
Water, Son of Babylon, Amreeka, An Inconvenient Truth, Spring Awakening, Light in the Piazza and 
Angels in America, and through its New Frontier initiative, has brought the cinematic works of media 
artists including Pipilotti Rist, Doug Aitken, Pierre Huyghe, Jennifer Steinkamp, and Matthew Barney. Join 
Sundance Institute on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.  
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